INTRODUCTION

The new Germany organised under the leadership of Prussia was
called simply the German Reich. Note the characteristic fact that
this new Germany which the Prussians had brought to unity had no
longer any inclination to make use either the name 'Roman', which
would have implied Latin traditions, or the name 'Holy', which was
a superfluous symbol of Christian traditions. The new Germany
quite deliberately had no desire to be either Roman or Holy, only
Prussian. The Second Reich, which dates its existence from 1871,
was, however, unable to put the Prussian ideology fully into practice;
that was to be achieved only by the Third Reich.

In 1914 Prussianism set out to conquer the world. The Eastern
Germans7 successes in their violent conquest of Lebensraum in the
East were an encouragement to the whole of the Reich to employ
force in a fight for the hegemony of Europe. When this gigantic
attempt failed, the Germans hurried to place the entire responsibility
on their leader, Wilhelm II. Europe accepted the story that the
Germans had not wanted to go to war, but that war had been thrust
upon them by the Emperor and the clique around him. One point
had been overlooked: before Wilhelm II there had been a Bismarck,
and before Bismarck there had been a Frederick the Great, and
Frederick had been preceded by an endless line of Eastern German
leaders of the same type. Another point was overlooked also: all
these men had enjoyed the full support of their people, a blindly loyal
people which had wielded the sword in order to execute their orders.
But the period of deception was not to last long. The sceptre which
dropped from the hands of Wilhelm II was taken up in turn by Hitler,
who, it must not be forgotten, was given 135732,777 votes out of the
total of 35,863,098 cast in the Reichstag elections of 31 July 1932.
And at that time the elections were still free. Seven years later the
Germans once more began a war for hegemony, plunging all'Europe
into a sea of blood and tears.

And now once more, as in the days of the second Reich, men of
good faith would like to differentiate between Hitler and the German
nation, and to absolve the latter of responsibility for the tragedy
through which we are passing to-day.

It is sometimes said to-day that the average German does not
want this war, which was forced upon him by Hitler. It must be
borne in mind, however, that among the mass of average Germans
upon whom Wilhelm II "forced" war in 1914, was a soldier, Adolf
Hitler, who, speaking of himself on 10 December 1940, rightly said:
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